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all. And beware of provoking the indignation of
slighted Love, who may make of thee a signal
example of his vengeance. Take care, lest annoyed
with thy obstinacy in rejecting what he offers thee
for nothing, he should deprive thee even of that
other beauty on whose account alone it is that I am
held by thee so cheap. Poor youth ! but that my
lips are tied, I could enlighten thee. Art thou, who
art so ready lightly to disdain me, art thou, I say, so
sure, so very sure, that thou art thyself the only lover
of this much married beauty, whom thou sawest, as
thou sayest, for the very first time in thy life to-day ?
Art thou so sure, so very sure, that she is not deceiv-
ing thee, and that thou art not merely the last of the
many lovers whom she toys with for a moment, and
then carelessly casts away? Art thou so very cer-
tain that thou hast never had a predecessor? And
Aja started, In spite of himself. For the word re-
called to him the manner of the old King. And
Natabhnikuti saw it. And she looked at him as
it were with compassion, and said: Alas! unhappy
boy: thou seest that in thy youth and inexperience
such an idea had not occurred to thee. Little art
thou qualified to cope with a woman's guile.

Then said Aja fiercely, in wrath both with himself
and her :  It is false, and she is true.    But Natabhni-